[Impact of age on the clinical response of patients with CML treated with imatinib].
Treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) with tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKI) has significantly changed the survival of patients of all age categories. In our work, we have tried retrospectively to analyze a therapeutic response and toxicity of imatinib according to age of patients ( 60 years vs > 60 years). Patients have started treatment with imatinib in 2001-2013 in our department. The duration of treatment was at least 18 months. The whole group contains 103 patients (52 women, 51 men) with a median age at diagnosis of CML 55 years (range 19-88 years). The first group includes 68 the younger patients (31 women, 37 men) with a median age at diagnosis 43 years (range 19-59 years) and the second group 35 the elderly patients (21 women, 14 men) with a median age at diagnosis 70 years (range 61-86 years). Median imatinib dose in both groups was the same - 400 mg per day (range 200-600 mg). In the elderly patients we observed higher rates of hematological toxicities (p = 0.0059). After 12 months treatment, a complete cytogenetic response (CCyR) was achieved in 90 % of younger patients and in 74 % of the elderly patients, respectively. Major molecular response (MMR) at 18 months treatment was achieved in 79 % of the younger group and in 63 % of the elderly group. The results represent in both groups very good therapeutic response independent of age of patients at the time of CML diagnosis.